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 Two weeks ago I had the privilege of at-
tending the opening of the Warragul national. It was 
a great thrill to see the quality of work on display. Of 
particular note there was an increase in print num-
bers, which is encouraging. This is significant be-
cause many nationals are not receiving sufficient 
numbers of prints. I have to say thank you to Louise 
Sedgeman as this is the seventh year she has been 
the chair of this national, which is an awesome 
achievement. Well done Louise. The exhibition and 
commitment is a credit to you and your committee. 
We hope to see it running for many more years. 

 Thankyou to all those who have sent me 
their images of ANZAC day, when I see a few more 
I will add them to an album to the VAPS Facebook 
page. 

 It seems surreal that the convention has 
now come and gone. I feel that this year’s conven-
tion set a new benchmark. The facilities were sec-
ond to none. Thank you to La Trobe University and 
all the staff associated. Your support and contribu-
tion to the conference added to its success and it 
would not have been possible without your support. 
There were many volunteers who contributed in 
many ways. Thank you to all you volunteers. Whilst 
your efforts may not have been officially recognised 
at the time, it was evident that everyone there ap-
preciated them. 

 The convention was full of fun and laughter; 
it started on the Friday evening with a social dinner, 
which was fun. All who attended got into the spirit of 
the evening, and this was carried through the entire 
weekend? A special thank you to Vera Curnow for 
your efforts in co-ordinating the evening activities. 
You ensured it that is was success. 

 Saturday was action packed with great 
speakers and a model shoot, I am sure that every-
one got something of value out of it.  

 I thank Paul Morris Senior Photographic 
and Graphic design lecturer for giving up his time to 
make the opening address. Our international guest 
Julieanne Kost set the tone of the day with her key-
note presentation. Alan Kleiman’s presentation con-
tinued the momentum of the morning with his exten-
sive knowledge of photographic equipment. We also 
had a brief presentation from Laurie Davies, who is 
one of the Creative Arts 3rd year students, who gave 
a brief but inspiring presentation of a student’s per-
spective on photography at La Trobe University.  
Thank you to you all. 

 The highlight of Sunday’s sessions was 
from our keynote speaker Shireen Hammond who 
gave an inspiring session on her journey and how 
she overcame significant issues by developing per-
sonal projects. From the comments following the 
session it was evident that it was informative, which 
will inspire many to take action. Thank you Shireen 
for sharing your story knowledge and giving us in-
spiration. 

 We also had the privilege of have Derek 
Mobbs from Epson who spoke on the art of black 
and white printing which was enlightening. Epson 
also donated an A3 printer, which was won by Denis 
Nolan. Epson is also giving away $20 online shop-
ping vouchers to all camera club members who reg-
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extended by two hours and Shireen and Rob 
demonstrated techniques which were invaluable, 
ensuring that each participant walked away with a 
new perspective.  Everyone left wanting more, 
thanks Shireen and Rob for your generosity.  

 As yet we have yet to name a venue for 
next year’s convention, as we are still considering 
options. Hopefully in the coming weeks we will be 
able to give everyone an indication of where it might 
be.  

 Beauty can be seen in all things. Seeing 
and composing the beauty is what separates the 
snapshot from the photograph. Sometimes we don’t 
or can’t see the beauty in the world until someone 
shows it to us. The convention provided us with 
great vision and opportunity to see things in a new 
way, and a different way of presenting something 
common. The message I left with was that all we 
need to do is just take a look again…  

Ron Speed, President ,VAPS 

ister. Please see details in Newsbrief. I encourage 
everyone to register as I am reliably informed that 
not only will you get the $20 gift voucher but will 
have access to many other specials that will not be 
freely available to the public. Thank you Derek for 
your time and effort and arranging such generous 
sponsorship. 

 Whilst the convention officially finished with 
the Sunday afternoon, activities continued on the 
Monday, with an early landscape shoot out at Har-
court, thanks to  Paul and Paula Morris for opening 
up your property to those who attended. Whilst the 
numbers were small I am told that those who went 
had a great time and captured some wonderful im-
ages.  

 Meanwhile back in Bendigo there was a 
small group of fortunate delegates who attended the 
Boudoir workshop by Shireen Hammond. The at-
tendees got an added bonus as the workshop was 
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The Convention : Looking Back 

 
VAPS Convention: 
Bendigo, May 2015 
 
WOW! Where to start? 
 
What an impressive line-up of guest speakers! 
 
 Firstly thanks needs to go to the main 
VAPS Convention team, Ron Speed and Peter 
Kewley. What a mammoth job and all done so 
well.  They were ably assisted by Alfred and Mar-
garet Zommers, the Bendigo Photographic Club 
and the remaining VAPS committee. Bendigo 
Photographic club’s dedication to manning the 
information and registration table was very well 
orchestrated.  
 The La Trobe University Bendigo Cam-
pus was the ideal place for such a large gathering 
of like-minded photographers. The auditorium  
 

 
was comfortable and viewing was made easy with 
the use of six large television screens. A separate  
room for the Audio Visuals and the display area 
for the prints was spacious and inviting. 
 The function venues, The National Hotel 
and The Bendigo Club were excellent and the 
service, quality and variety of food were pleasing. 

 
Guest Speakers 
 
Julieanne Kost :  Principal Digital Imaging 
Adobe Evangelist, ‘Through the Eyes of Ju-
lieanne Kost’ 
 Julieanne’s portfolio of aerial photography 
was inspirational. The patterns, colours and de-
sign were incredible. Her Creative Image Compo-
siting session was awe inspiring. She willingly 
shared and demonstrated her craft in both Light-
room and Photoshop with the attendees. She 
spoke about image compositing techniques and 

Alan Kleiman: Instructing one of our young delegates during a break.  



4  

the application of diptych arrangements for image 
presentation. Julieanne’s second lecture was a 
two hour practical explanation of Lightroom, then 
using layers and masks in Photoshop.  Her tutori-
als can be viewed by following this link http://
blogs.adobe.com/jkost 

 
 
Shireen Hammond : Master Of Photography III, 
‘Rekindling the Fire - Overcoming Hardship 
and the Importance of Personal Projects’  
 Skills, passion and a very emotional story 
about her survival through a life threatening ill-
ness was beautifully presented with grace, hu-
mour and exceptional photography. This was 
teamed with two spectacular audio visuals of 
Shireen’s work. The main message that came 
from her presentation was to spend more time 
with family, take more family photos and finish 
your personal photography projects, whatever 
they may be. Her workshop the following day, at 
the historic Shamrock Hotel, explored boudoir 
photography, posing, lighting and business advice. 
It was a great insight into the complexities of this 
specialised business and the skills one would 
need to create such beautiful intimate photog-
raphy.  
 
 

Shireen Hammond: demonstrating posing to 
workshop participants. 

Model, Jacquie: photo taken under instruc-
tion direction of Shireen Hammond. 

Models: Jack & Jacquie: photo taken under 

 instruction and direction of Shireen Hammond.  

Model: Jacquie: photo taken under instruc-
tion and direction of Shireen Hammond.  
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Allen Kleiman: Photography mentor and 
coach, ‘Big Pictures from Small Cameras and 
Smart Phones’  
  
 Small cameras can take big pictures! His 
instructive explanations on the variety of small 
cameras, their strengths, weaknesses, anonymity, 
portability and his “Eight Small Camera Essen-
tials” gave the audience an insight into these 
cameras.  His second lecture ran through the Nik 
Software collection, giving people an insight into 
their use.  
 
 
Derek Mobbs: Epson Presenter ‘Work Flow to 
Print’ 
 The auditorium was full for Derek’s talk, 
no doubt partly due to his company’s generous 
gift of a P600 Epson printer. Derek detailed the 
workflow necessary to produce beautiful prints 
from home. 
 He began with the essential step of cali-
brating your monitor on a regular basis, following 
on with soft proofing and profile printing.  One 
lucky photographer received a Spyder4 calibrator. 
The winner of the Epson printer was Dennis No-

lan, from the Frankston Photographic Club.  The 
company is also offering deals for members of 
camera clubs.  
 
Please register at http://www.epson.com.au/
cameraclub for a $20 on line shop voucher and to 
receive information on Epson deals for clubs 
and individuals. 
 
Hope to see you at the convention next year! 
 
 

Betty Bibby 
VAPS Committee Member 

Ballarat Camera Club 

Boudoir Workshop participants. 
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Images from the Bendigo Convention 

Friday Social Night 

Julieanne Kost at the  
VAPS Convention 

Allan Kleiman explaining the 
finer points of Small Cameras 

Shireen and Julieanne 
having fun 

Sue Rocco receiving her 
SSVAPS from Ron Speed and 

Margaret Zommers 

Ron Speed receiving his 
SSVAPS from Alfred 

Zommers 

Dennis Nolan proud winner of the 
Epson P600 with Derek Mobbs of 

Epson 

Some of the 10 Year, year 
bar recipients 
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Convention images by Betty Bibby and Rebecca Nicolandos.  

Julieanne Kost helps present the awards at the Annual Dinner 
 

Year Bar Awards 25 years 
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AUSTRALIAN INTERSTATE PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

This is the annual competition between each State and Territory in Australia.  

Entries are drawn from each State conference or Exhibition. 

 This year the following Print entries have been selected from the VAPS Interclub and will be forwarded to the 
managing state for judging. 

Entries are then displayed at the APSCON conference in October. 

Digital entries will be selected and published in the July Newsbrief 

MONOCHROME PRINTS 

 TITLE    MAKER  CLUB 

 
 

COLOUR PRINTS 

 

Congratulations to the above print makers they will receive an Acrylic print offer from our sponsor ImageBank, 
details will be forwarded to clubs shortly. 

1 Nine Mile Creek David Norris Berwick Viewfinders 

2 Reader Graeme Phillips Bendigo Camera Club 

3 Ethereal Janet Rogerson Colac Camera Club 

4 Police Elephant Rescue Lisa Law Ivanhoe Photographic Society 

5 Wanaka Dawn Gary Richardson Melbourne Camera Club 

6 Moon Shadow Ray Farruga Essendon Camera Club 

7 Braids Janet Campbell-Wright Rosanna Camera Club 

8 The Daily Commute Cathy Buchanan Williamstown Camera Club 

9 Waiting Kris Montgomery Williamstown Camera Club 

10 Window Lady Pamela Wheeler Southern Suburbs 

Photographic Society 

1 Snow Gum Mark Cribbes Mornington Peninsula Camera 
Club 

2 Roses in Her Hair Heather Prince Geelong Camera Club 

3 Not the 5.05 to Malvern Peter Elgar Frankston Photographic Club 

4 Snack Time Andrew Leed Bendigo Camera Club 

5 The Orange Girl Brett Ferguson Williamstown Camera Club 

6 Foggy Dawn Val D’Orcia Vicki Moritz Waverley Camera Club 

7 Seen Better Days Rose-Marie Burns Frankston Photographic Club 

8 The Inequity of Life Charlie Scicluna Craigieburn Camera Club 

9 Cradle Sunrise Rosie Appleton Berwick Viewfinders 

10 Light Up Barry Feldman Corio Bay Camera Club 

Awards 
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Congratulations to the Interclub Winning entries 
 

OPEN PRINTS 

 
 

EDPI 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place Title Maker Club 
1st Not the 5.05 to Malvern Peter Elgar Frankston 

2nd Roses in Her Hair Heather Prince Geelong 

3rd Snack Time Andrew Leed Bendigo 

Merit Cradle Sunrise Rosie Appleton Berwick Viewfinders 

Merit Light Up Barry Feldman Corio Bay 

Merit The Orange Girl Brett Ferguson Williamstown 

Merit Foggy Dawn Val D’Orcia Vicki Moritz Waverley 

Merit Wanaka Dawn Gary Richardson Melbourne 

Merit The Inequity of Life Charlie Scicluna Craigieburn 

Place Title Maker Club 
1st Sunrise, Bright Mike Cook Craigieburn 

2nd Delicate Peter Gault Sale 

3rd Coming in to Land Joanne Junor Diamond Valley 

Merit  Wool and Dust Mick Kupresanin Geelong 

Merit The Stare Noel Butcher Knox 

Merit Majestic Ian Creek Corio Bay 

Merit Pete Barry Feldman Corio Bay 

Merit Entwined Sky Deborah Mullins Macedon Ranges 
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Interclub Award Winners 

Audio Visual Section 

 

AUDIO VISUAL—OPEN 

 

 

 

AUDIO VISUAL _3.21 

 
 

Place Title Maker Club 
1st Gulf Station Phil Ryan Doncaster 

2nd A Sunday in Antarctica Jan Burt Rosanna 

3rd Jeff’s Car Kelly-Anne Keily Melbourne 

Merit A Childs Choice Jan Burt Rosanna 

Merit My Kind of Beautiful Vera Curnow Echuca Moama 

Merit Seasons Meditation Wolf Marx Camberwell 

Place Title Maker Club 
1st Feelings Phil Ryan Doncaster 

2nd Abandoned Sue Rocco Melbourne 

3rd This is the Story of My Totem Allan Davis Bendigo 

Merit Thailand’s Magnificent Ele-
phants 

Lynne Yeaman Ivanhoe 

Merit Trees Ruth Burleigh Warragul 

Merit Outback Queensland Alan Scott Waverley 
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 Service Award - Ron Speed 
This citation is a snapshot of Ron’s extensive work in photography in WA, Vic-
toria and nationally. Ron came to Victoria 7 years ago with a long list of na-
tional achievements behind him, including judging at the Perth Royal Show four 
times.  In WA he was principle ringside photographer for explosive professional 
wrestling from 2000 to 2007, and while involved in this, instituted and provided 
occupational health and safety training for those who undertook this sometimes 
dangerous role.  He instigated and directed a National APS approved exhibition, 
the first in Katanning in WA. This received entries from all round Australia and 
the UK.  He was one of the stewards of the photographic section of the Katan-
ning agriculture show from 1989 – 1992 and was Chief Steward from 1992 – 
2000. During this time he was instrumental in raising the standard of this exhi-
bition. 

Ron has been a member of Bendigo camera club since 2009, apart from one 
year which he took off to complete his Bachelor of Visual Arts at La Trobe 
University which he passed with honours.   While doing this he provided both 
academic and practical mentoring support to photographic students.  He was a 
key organiser for one of the most successful exhibitions at Latrobe University 
in 2012 and was an exhibitor there. He is currently undertaking an honours de-
gree in Creative Arts in Graphic Design, majoring in Photography.  His prolific 
participation in his local camera club has achieved for him the awards of Pho-
tographer of the Year in 2012 and 2013 and the Best Print, Best Creative DPI 
and Best Landscape of the Year in 2013, to name but a few. 

He has been the City of Port Melbourne Judge in 2014 and he assisted the or-
ganisers with a photography competition, at Moorabool Environmental group in 
2014 and 2015. In 2015 he was on the judging panel for the VAPS interclub in 
the audio visual section. 

His lecturing includes being a key workshop presenter at APSCON in 2014.  He 
lectured on public speaking at the VAPS judges’ course in 2014 and designed 
and delivered a six month basic photography course for the Uniting Church com-
munity group in Heidelberg, Victoria. 

He has widely exhibited throughout Australia and the world, achieving honours 
in APS, RPS and the International Society for Wedding and Portrait Photogra-
phers and has become an accredited member of the Australia Institute of Pro-
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fessional Photography.  He has been commissioned to photograph weddings all 
over Australia and overseas, including Emma Gorge in the Kimberleys, Augusta, 
Townsville, Wilson's Promontory, Fiji and Bali. 

2010 saw Ron become a volunteer photographer with Heartfelt, a community 
group that offers their services to families of premature and ill babies along 
with terminally ill children.  Ron has travelled throughout the state at all hours 
to provide the precious gift of photographic memories to these families during 
this difficult time of need. 

He was elected VAPS President in 2013, a role he still holds.  In that capacity 
he initiated and implemented the VAPS Facebook page, chaired the 2014 Gee-
long conference and helped develop the new VAPS website. 

He has published many articles, including a 'My Little Angels', about how to 
photograph children, 'In Memory of Sarah', about the confronting subject of 
photographing deceased children, and 'Thriving during the drought' to name only 
three. 

He became chairman of APSCON at Ballarat in 2014, having given extensive 
service to APS over 22 years, with a few breaks due to changing circumstanc-
es.  His APS work includes assisting with the organisation of the Fremantle AP-
SCON in 1997. In 2014 he joined the sub-committee for the Tweed Heads AP-
SCON and in 2015 will take on the chair of the sub-committee for the Ade-
laide Convention for 2016.  In the Print Division he was director of the Folio 
Service, where in 2014 he co-ordinated and managed the APS Print Division at 
APSCON 2014 and gained sponsorship for the canvas exhibition.   He has been 
Chairman of the Four Nations, Chairman of the Slide Division until 2010 and is 
currently the Treasurer.  The extent and content of these achievements are 
amazing. He unreservedly deserves the VAPS Service Medal. 
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Meritorious Service Award - Brian Cohn 

Brian joined Geelong Camera Club in 1984 and from that time on he lec-
tured in the club's annual eight week Introduction to Photography cours-
es, and also the digital darkroom (i.e. Photoshop) courses. His significant 
contribution to those were marked by his enthusiasm and dedication.  He 
often presents at demonstration nights on technical topics.  He is an en-
thusiastic, dedicated and generous mentor.  He has achieved many photo-
graphic successes within the club, including several prestigious awards for 
his slide work in the 1980s and his print and EDI work over the last 10 
years.  Brian has twice been awarded the Nick Majetic 'Endeavour 
Award'.  He has judged regularly both within the club and externally and 
has been the club's International Competition Co-ordinator for several 
years.  He has been on the committee since 1984, holding the positions 
of Vice President, President and Secretary and he has served for several 
years on the VIGEX committee. He is a wonderful ambassador for the 
camera club movement and a respected, dedicated member of Geelong 
Club.  He well deserves the Meritorious Service Award.   

Meritorious Service Award - Clem De Silva 

Clem has been a member of the Essendon Camera Club for eleven 
years.  He has been a course lecturer for five years, teaching on 
travel photography, amongst other things.  He has presented, men-
tored and assisted on his club’s yearly ten week camera course and 
has played a role in improving the structure and direction of the 
course.  At Essendon Camera Club’s Mooney Valley Festival stand, 
Clem is a regular, speaking to the community to broaden its under-
standing of his club and the wider amateur photography movement. 
Clem’s presence at the club has grown greatly in the last few years. 
He runs and stocks the kitchen on club nights and participates in all 
club activities.  His extremely friendly and positive manner, com-
bined with his drive to be involved and help wherever possible, make 
him an exemplary and well respected club member.  He is hereby 
awarded the Meritorious Service Award.  
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Meritorious Service Award - Sheryl Griffiths 

Sheryl has judged at a number of metro clubs and country clubs as 
well as nationals for over seven years and has given talks at her own 
club, Knox and other clubs too. She has also lectured at VAPS 
judges’ courses.  She has exhibited at club, inter-club, national and 
international level.  She served on the committee at Knox for more 
than eight years, including being the President. Whilst serving on 
the VAPS committee for two years, she participated on the judges’ 
sub-committee.  Sheryl has taken a leading role in promoting Knox 
Photographic Society at a council level by being on the Arts sub-
committee of the Knox  Council where she has been instrumental in 
gaining several grants for her club. Another offshoot of her Council 
work is that Knox club members’ work has been exhibited around the 
local area, under the guidance and support of the council. In addi-
tion she has been the editor of KPS newsletter over the past 12 
months. She has certainly earned her Meritorious Service award. 
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grew that business into one of Australia's biggest, 
Pro Labs Horsham Colour, and then opening a 1-
hour Kodak store when I was about twelve. That's 
where I discovered my love for the retail side of 
photography.  

 We sold thousands of cameras and what 
seems like millions of photos. Back in the day of film 
it was beautiful to watch our customers’ families 
grow. I felt like we went on holidays with them when 
they dropped of the films and would tell us the sto-
ries of their adventures.  I worked in, and managed, 
that store for many years and in 2002 we won the 
prestigious PICCA award for best retail photograph-
ic store in Australia.  Digital changed everything and 
we embraced it with enthusiasm, which led to very 
difficult times in photo retail and we closed the store 
in 2009.   

 I couldn't imagine doing anything else so I 
picked up a camera off the shelf and asked my 
stepdaughter to let me photograph her. Instant love! 
I couldn't believe in all my years around photog-
raphy that I had never owned a SLR. I had no idea 
what all the buttons did or how to shoot in manual. I 
spent years selling and using compact camer-
as! Only weeks later we were closing the 1-hour 
store and opening a studio!  

 I was personally trained and mentored by 
the famous Sue Bryce. I also trained with Jerry 
Ghonis. My clients are pampered with my makeup 
and hair team, and I work with their wardrobe and 
mine. I pull and stretch them into crazy positions 
and I can see every thought they have through their 
eyes.  I will take a few photographs and let my sub-
ject relax a bit before I show her the back of my 
camera. At that moment, when she looks at herself, 

Ideas forum 

Annie Murray 
Murray Studios 
 

Annie talks about her portraiture and changing 
the lives of women through portraying their beau-
ty in photographs. 

Photography is my past, present and future.  

I've always photographed people. I love watching 
people and the way we interact with others. 

 

 I was born into the industry. My father 
was a professional photographer. He found a 
camera at the local tip when he was fourteen, and 
immediately fell in love with photography. It was, 
and still is, his life and passion. My earliest mem-
ories of childhood are helping dad with the photo-
finish photos at the greyhounds or carrying the 
film bag at weddings and of Mum at the kitchen 
table typing out all the school mounts. Dad also 
loved the printing process and purchased his first 
colour printer when they first hit the market and 
kept buying them as technology changed, and he 
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 I've never been excited by landscapes, but I 
do appreciate the beauty in light falling across the 
face and gently wrapping around the body. I trained 
for many years perfecting studio lighting and these 
days I do 90% of my work in natural light with a 
piece of foam-core to bounce the light. I love the 
difference my work makes in the lives of my clients. 
When a woman starts to believe she is beautiful in 
the skin she's in it releases something so powerful 
she can change the world.  

 Now I photograph women of all shapes and 
sizes, and I specialise showing anyone, regardless 
of their age, size or disability, that we are uniquely 
beautiful in the skin we are in.   

I show women that we are not defined by the size of 
our bodies but our hearts.   

 

 My shoots are very posed to look natural. 
My studio sessions unfold in a particular and mean-
ingful way that I've developed over the years. Most 
of my clients avoid being photographed at any cost. 
Women often have an internal voice that says the 
most awful things to ourselves, stuff we would never 
say to any other person but we say to ourselves. I 
see my clients becoming more confident and start 
loving themselves again. It is priceless and incredi-
bly powerful.  

 Life as a working professional is not entirely 
easy. After years running a busy studio with six staff 
in Horsham, life was just always busy. We shot eve-
rything. Weddings, Debs, Events, Corporate work, 
Families, Babies, Glamour, Everything. I wore my-
self out and my shoulder.  My shoulder needed sur-
gery and my marriage had fallen apart and I needed 
change. I closed my studio and moved to Gee-
long.  Now my studio is in the front half of my home 

right then, that moment is priceless.  The moment 
a woman sees that she is beautiful and she starts 
to believe that she's beautiful is like watching her 
soul open, It doesn't matter what size we are if 
you are 200kg or 2kg, 80 or 34. We are all 
uniquely beautiful, exactly as we are, today.  

 I'm a Nikon girl. My first SLR was my 
D700 which was my workhorse. I shot on this 
camera for 6 years and only have replaced it very 
recently with a Nikon D4s. I can't imagine how 
many photos that camera has taken but I guess it 
has sold well over a million dollars in portraits in 
its time. My 85mm is my go-to lens.  It's the clos-
est focal length to what our eye sees and my fa-
vourite lens. I purchased the new 58mm about a 
month ago and it's hardly been off my camera 
since. I love it. So I might have to change that my 
85mm is my fav to now the new 58mm.  

Finding my beautiful, and helping others to 
find their beautiful 

 Photography is my life, I couldn't imagine 
doing anything else.  Having two years off with 
my shoulder injury were the hardest years of my 
life. I can remember thinking I would never be 
able to pick up my camera again.  I gained so 
much weight during those two years. I remember 
looking in the mirror thinking no one would ever 
let someone so fat and ugly photograph them. I 
knew I couldn't be the only girl in the world who 
felt this way about the way we looked. I posted 
how I felt on Facebook (which I had never used 
before). I was looking for five women who felt the 
same as me, I never thought I would get five, but 
my world exploded and I had well over 300 peo-
ple apply.  The Finding Your Beautiful movement 
was born.  
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tised it yet!  I can imagine a world with photogra-
phers treating their clients to a beautiful uncompli-
cated experience and showing them how beautiful 
they are: a world where women don't hate them-
selves is a world I want to live in.  

www.MURRAY STUDIOS.com.au 

0417826376 
www.facebook.com/murraystudios 

 

Finding Your Beautiful™ 

PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOPS and Training Experience like 
no other.  For dates and cities and availability go to  

https://findingyourbeautiful.com/workshop-optin 

 

THE FILM - Finding YOUR Beautiful 

Watch it here 

https://vimeo.com/user36376471/finding-your-beautiful 

 
 

 

 
 

and I only shoot women. I'm so blessed to be liv-
ing the dream, I get to play dress ups everyday 
with women and change the way they see them-
selves. I spend hours on my computer, selecting 
and finishing my images, I love showing my imag-
es printed and matted on a reveal wall or I will 
show them on large TV screen using pro select. 
The images are simply a by-product of the beauti-
ful experience a woman has, and just a moment 
she will treasure forever.  

 My wonderful makeup artist generally 
holds the reflector for me or I have a couple of 
people I can call on to assist. I mentor young pho-
tographers regularly so there's often another pair 
of hands.  I use Aperture to select and balance 
my images, then Photoshop, for any touch ups I 
use Annie's Actions!  These are actions I've de-
veloped over the years to reduce skin reds and 
sharpening an eye and lots of other steps are 
now automated. I give my action set to all photog-
raphers that train with me.  
 Facebook is the only form of advertising I 
use. The call-out I did for curvy women last Sep-
tember, led to my business exploding and with 
the making of the film (link at the end of this arti-
cle), and now teaching photographers keeps me 
focused and very busy.  The Finding Your Beauti-
ful film was made because I could see the differ-
ence I was making in woman's lives and I just had 
to share the experience by making a short film 
about the process of one of my photo shoots. The 
footage was amazing and the photos so beautiful 
our three-minute film turned into a twelve-minute 
mini documentary.  The Finding Your Beautiful 
film has spread all over the world with over 
30,000 views and thousands of messages to me 
from women who are touched by the film.  

 The Finding Your Beautiful movement 
has grown rapidly and now I find most of my time 
is spent training photographers 1-1, or in small 
workshop groups, to not only shoot like me, but to 
deliver the experience that clients love and pay 
for.  My clients hardly ever even ask my prices as 
it’s not important if the experience is priceless.  I 
average $3000 sales from every shoot.  

 I can't believe how much I love teach-
ing.  This year I plan to have two more workshops 
in Australia and New Zealand and then off to the 
USA where I have already got 300 photographers 
waiting for me to release workshop dates in USA. 
That just blows my mind! I haven't even adver-
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Shepparton Camera Club - 60th Anniversary Exhibition 
 

To celebrate its 60th Anniversary, the Shepparton Camera Club is holding an exhibition at the Shepparton Art 
Museum, 70 Welsford St Shepparton, from June 6 through to July 12.  

The exhibition includes 41 prints from past & current members, showcasing a wide variety of subject matter.  

The exhibition will be officially opened by club President Bruce Cumming on Saturday June 6 at 10:30am.  

The museum is open 7 days from 10.00am to 4.00pm.   

From the clubs 
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AN INVITATION BY THE AUDIO VISUAL GROUP of 
THE MELBOURNE CAMERA CLUB to attend 

A FESTIVAL OF INTERNATIONAL AUDIO VISUALS 
preceded by a discussion of the Audio Visual craft 

Saturday  JUNE 13TH 2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Melbourne Camera Club first floor Gallery, 
Cnr. Dorcas St and Ferrars St, South Melbourne 
10am:  Coffee, tea and biscuits. Entry by gold coin donation 
 
Morning session 10.30 – 12.30:  
Audio Visuals - the strategy - where are we headed and how ? 
This strategic discussion will hopefully provide an opportunity to meet with fellow AV makers:  An opportunity 
to discuss activities, administrative problems and to air your ideas and opinions about the future of the AV 
medium in Victoria. 

Questions that we might explore:- 

 The relevance of the medium in the camera club movement. Should we include video?  What’s 
happening interstate and overseas?  

 Other possible issues are audio, copyright and fair use; the rise of Creative Commons.   
 Opportunities for cooperative education and AV projects/themes 

 
Bring your lunch or South Melbourne Market is nearby. 

 
Afternoon session:  1.30pm to 4.30pm   
A selection from the FIAP Permanent Collection of Audio Visuals 

A variety of styles from different countries, recognised by FIAP and in the Collection.  

Question and Answer session at the end over Tea & Coffee 

Please spread the word to others who will be interested and let us know if you are able to come.  RSVP with 
your ideas to either :- 

John Spring:  mcc-audiovisual@melbournephoto.org.au 
Barbara Butler:  mcc-avgroup2ic@melbournephoto.org.au 
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WARRAGUL CAMERA CLUB 

INVITES YOU TO AN AFTERNOON OF 
SUB-POLAR PHOTOGRAPHY  

 
WITH 

 
AWARD WINNING PHOTOGRAPHER JOSHUA HOLKO 

and 
PHOTOGRAPHER/VIDEOGRAPHER ANTONY WATSON 

 
JOSHUA AND ANTONY WILL SHOWCASE THEIR FANTAS-

TIC WORK AND PROVIDE PRACTICAL TIPS AND 
ADVICE ON PRODUCING 

HIGH QUALITY PHOTOGRAPHS AND VIDEO 
 

WHEN : SATURDAY 20 JUNE 2015 
TIME : 12:30PM – 4:00PM 

WHERE : ST PAULS ANGLICAN GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
150 BOWEN ST, WARRAGUL 

 
COST : $20 PER PERSON (AFTERNOON TEA PROVIDED) 

 
REGISTRATION AND PRE-PAYMENT ESSENTIAL 

 
PLEASE GO TO WWW.WARRAGULCAMERACLUB.ORG  

FOR REGISTRATION DETAILS 



 21 

Advertising in Newsbrief 

House style employs Arial Narrow font, 12 point for body text, 14 point or 18 point for headings.  
Images can be submitted as jpegs up to 300 dpi. Larger images may be reduced to fit.  

Submissions preferred in Microsoft Word format, but pdfs will be accepted 
Newsbrief Editor: Karel Reus, editor@vaps.org.au" 

Advertisers and Sponsors 

DAVID HARRADINE 
LIGHTROOM AND PHOTOSHOP COURSES 2015 

David continues to offer a $100 discount for Affiliated club members  
on all of his advertised courses through 2015. 

Just enter the code VAPS when registering at the training website www.whack.com.au 

David also offers private classes for a minimum 4 and maximum of 6 people at $195 per person 

 

Private classes can be weekdays or weekends,  
however please have your minimum of 4 people together before  

contacting David to discuss dates. 

Clubs can also benefit with a full day seminar at your club for $1200 

Contact David to discuss your clubs needs and suitable dates 
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Victorian Associa on of Photographic Socie es Inc 

Welcomes Epson Australia Pty Ltd 

A new and valued sponsor for our members’ benefit. 
 
 

Special Offer from Epson for VAPS Club Members 
 
 

Register at the following link to receive a $20 online shop voucher as well as 
many offers from the Epson range of products. 

 
h p://www.epson.com.au/cameraclub 

 
We encourage our club members to support Epson in your next printer purchase. Visit their 
website at epson.com.au to get all of the informa on on the new Epson SureColor SC‐P600. 

 
Thank you Epson for your support to the Camera Clubs of Victoria 
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IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETIES INC 

ANNUAL CONVENTION AND INTERCLUB EXHIBITION 
 

BENDIGO 23RD AND 24TH MAY 2015 

 
ADOBE IS PLEASED TO OFFER MEMBERS OF VICTORIAN AFFILIATED CAMERA CLUBS 

A DISCOUNT ON ADOBE CREATIVE CLOUD PHOTOGRAPHY PACKAGE 

 
BUT ONLY FOR A SHORT TIME 

 
THE CONVENTION SPECIAL GIVES YOU A 12 MONTH SUBSCRIPTION TO THE CC PHOTOGRAPHY 

PACKAGE FOR ONLY  

$8.49 PER MONTH (For the first 12 months) 

 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS SPECIAL OFFER LOG ONTO 

 
http://www.adobe.com/go/KOSTCCPP 

 
Complete the subscription details and take advantage of the full power of 

Photoshop CC and Lightroom 6 

 
A subscription to Photoshop Creative Cloud ensures that you will always have the most up to date 

versions on your computer at all times. 
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World Expeditions are delighted to announce their first photographic tour of beautiful Japan.  It will be led by the 
acclaimed Australian photographer Peter Walton. 
 
During this tour Peter will share his lifetime of photographic experiences with you, not only helping you to capture 
great images of this beautiful country, he’ll show you how he finesses his images in Photoshop. Also, watch as he 
transforms some into beautiful works of art, like the one above. 

During this unique 16 day tour you’ll experience: 

 The contrasts of Japan’s sprawling capital, from the panoramic views at the top of the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Building, to the incredible display of seafood at the world’s largest fish market. 

 Travel on the famous ‘Shinkansen’ high speed bullet train from Tokyo to the historically revered cultural hub 
of Kyoto where you’ll visit Zen temples and gardens, meet geishas, explore the peaceful Philosophers Path, 
and learn about the history of ninja. 

 The holy atmosphere and peaceful views of Shikoku Island. Walk through the beautiful landscapes where 
time stands still, experiencing a pilgrimage path to historic temples and magnificent shrines. At all times we’ll 
be in the company of expert local bi-lingual guides. 

 Accommodation in traditional ryokans, with two nights spent at Japanese temple inns. 

 Several evenings of discussions, demonstrations and photographic tuition by Peter. 

 

The tour starts in Tokyo on September 14 and ends in Okayama on September 27 this year and costs A$6290, 
excluding airfares to and from Japan. 

It’s a tour ideally suited to a small, enthusiastic group of passionate camera club members.  

For bookings or further information call World Expeditions on 1300 720 000, or go to www.worldexpeditions.com 
… then type Peter Walton into the Trip Keyword Search box. 

If you have any other questions you can email Peter at peter@peterwalton.com 

Photograph Japan with Peter Walton  
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A new association has been founded with the inter-
est in training and supporting photographic judges. 
Previous editions of Newsbrief contained initial in-
formation about the APJA. Watch for more news 
about the APJA in future editions. 

Affiliate of VAPS -  
Australian  Photographic  Society 

http://www.a-p-s.org.au/ 

Sponsor 

Sponsor of VAPS 
 

www.crumpler.com/au 
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Victorian Associations of Photographic Societies Inc  
Proudly welcomes a new sponsor - Imagebank Australia 

 
 

At this years interclub competition Imagebank Australia will be awarding   
vouchers for an 11” x 14” acrylic print  

(valued at $105 each) to 20 photographers  
selected from the AIPC Victorian print finalists. 

 
 

Selection and awards will be made by the AIPC selection committee 
 and announced at the annual dinner. 

 
 

Further to the above Imagebank Australia will be offering monthly prizes of  
acrylic prints to a competition that will be set up via our Facebook page.  

As soon as details are finalised they will be distributed to all clubs  
and announced via the website and Facebook. 

 
 

On behalf of the VAPS community we would like to thank the management 
and staff of Imagebank Australia for their kind and  

generous sponsorship and we look forward to a long association.  
 
 

Sponsor 
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VAPS INSURANCE UPDATE 
We have a new Insurance provider, 

RICHMOND & ASSOCIATES (AUST) P/L 

Who have arranged cover with 

 ANSVAR a specialist Not for Profit Insurer. 

 

The benefits of the new policies include 

Public Liability increased to $20 million. 

Property in Care, 

To $250,000, legal liability for damage to rented 
premises, members property damaged whilst in 
the rooms, any other club property in your care. 

I.e. where there has been negligence that 
caused the loss. 

Counsellors Liability 

Cover for where the club is legally liable to pay 
costs resulting from any personal injury/act/error 
committed by anyone appointed by the club to 
provide counselling or mediation services. 

Member to Member extension, 

Includes members, guests and visitors to the 
club in respect to claims against them by any 
other member, guest or visitor arising in connec-
tion with the activities of the club, i.e. where a 
member injures another member unintentionally. 

 

Professional Indemnity, 

Covers actions brought against the club and 
where the club is legally liable to pay compensa-

tion or costs for an alleged breach of professional 
duty. 

Volunteers – Personal Accident 

Age restrictions lifted on Volunteers Insurance. Vol-
unteers must be capable of performing the allotted 
tasks. Cover extends from time departing home to 
return home, for volunteers performing club duties. 

Management Liability 

(Directors and Officers Liability cover) covers club 
committees where they maybe sued by members or 
other parties. 

General exclusions apply and full policy details are 
contained in the policy documents. 

RECEIVE YOUR FREE EMAIL COPY OF 
NEWSBRIEF DIRECT 

SUBSCRIBE AT 

http://www.vaps.org.au/newsbrief 

 

OR GO TO THE VAPS WEBSITE AT   

www.vaps.org.au 

 
 AND OPEN THE NEWS TAB AND SELECT 

NEWSBRIEF NEWSLETTERS. 

 
THERE YOU CAN SUBSCRIBE FOR A FREE 

EMAIL COPY OF NEWSBRIEF 

 
KEEP UP WITH ALL THE NEWS FROM CLUBS 

AND IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

 
IF YOU WANT A HARD COPY THE COST IS $30 
AND YOU CAN USE THE VAPS CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION FORM TO ORDER A PAPER 

COPY. 

VAPS Matters 
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2015 VAPS Committee 

President  
Ron Speed  
0433 364 844  
president@vaps.com.au 
 
Vice President/Chair Judging Sub-committee  
Alfred Zommers  
alfred99@internode.on.net 
 
Vice President 
Richard Hallford 
 
Secretary/Convention  
Lorraine Holden  
(03) 9557 7951  
secretary@vaps.com.au 
 
Treasurer/Accountant  
Jeanette Colson  
treasurer@vaps.com.au 
 
Badges & Awards 
Margaret Zommers  
 
Web Administrator/Convention 
Rebecca Nicolandos  
webadministrator@vaps.com.au 
 
Committee Member/Judging  
Ian Rolfe  
 
 
 
 

Newsbrief Editor  
Karel Reus 
0404 882 419 
editor@vaps.org.au 
 
History & Archives  
Alan Wilson  
 
Committee Member/Assistant Web Admin. 
Betty Bibby 
 
Committee Member 
Vera Curnow 
 
Committee Member  
Peter Calder 
 
Convention/Interclub sub committee 
Peter Kewley  
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A Brief History: 
 
Camera clubs have existed in Melbourne since the 1890’s, and an umbrella organisation called the  
Victorian Photographic Affiliation was formed in 1908. This guided amateur photography in Victoria for forty 
years. The Victorian Association of Photographic Societies was formed on 27 September 1952 and com-
prised 12 clubs. This has grown to more than 60 clubs in 2014. VAPS is a non-profit association that is en-
tirely self-funded. The Association is run by an elected Committee of Management which is responsible for 
the operations  of the Association, and for ensuring the Association fulfils the objectives. 

Legal 
Victorian Association of Photographic Societies welcomes contributions from interested parties, however Victorian Association of Photograph-
ic Societies accepts no responsibility for the content of these contributions and the views contained therein are not necessarily those of Victo-
rian Association of Photographic Societies. While every care is taken with solicited and unsolicited materials supplied, Victorian Association of 
Photographic Societies does not accept any liability for loss or damage however caused. Victorian Association of Photographic Societies 
takes no responsibility for the claims made by advertisers, or transactions by. Does not endorse the products sold on the website/Newsbrief or 
enter into any of the exchanges. Nor is the Victorian Association of Photographic Societies responsible for any exchanging of information or 
monetary amounts. All transactions are solely the responsibility of the advertiser and purchaser. 

Copyright 

Material on the Victorian Association of Photographic Societies site or the Newsbrief may not be reproduced or published elsewhere without 
the written consent of the publisher, Victorian Association of Photographic Societies. All rights reserved. 

Victorian Association of Photographic Societies Inc. 
General Enquiries: 

 
P.O. Box 2010, South Melbourne, Victoria, 3205 

www.vaps.com.au 
Lorraine Holden secretary@vaps.com.au 

VAPS Objectives 

 To advance the art of photography 

 To further the interests of affiliated bodies 

 To draw up regulations governing exhibitions and inter-club competitions 

 To arrange exchange of guest lecturers and demonstrations on any subject relating to photography 

 To arrange exchange of prints between clubs 

 To arrange periodical Conventions of the members of the affiliated bodies and guests 

 To arrange the publication of an official journal or news sheet 

Newsbrief publication deadline  
25th of May 2015 

(Next edition: June 2015) 

Commercial advertisements cost $50 (Full page $100) 
Newsbrief Editor: Karel Reus, editor@vaps.org.au 


