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    It is hard to believe that two years have come and 
gone since I have had the honour of taking on the 
role of President. Through this journey I have had 
the privilege of attending many clubs through out 
Victoria. As a result of the hospitality and fellowship 
I have experienced I have developed a number of 
cherished memories.  Thank you all who have made 
this possible as this is what being part of a commu-
nity is about. 

    During the past two years we have seen the intro-
duction of our new website and an active Facebook 
page thanks to Rebecca Niclandos and a new look 
Newsbrief which is a credit to our editor Karel Reus 
and assistant Vera Curnow. The introduction of our 
new display system at Geelong has proved to be a 
wonderful success, as it has proved so much easier 
to transport and erect. Not to mention giving our 
display a professional look.  

    Over the next few months we will see the intro-
duction of a electronic system for the uploading of 
the interclub that is being designed by Peter Law-
rence. It is sure to simplify our system and will it 
much easier for clubs. 

    I must make special thanks to Lorraine Holden 
our secretary who has given up her time over the 
past 12 months to keep things going. Thank you for 
giving another year of service and on behalf of the 
VAPS committee and role for an over the last two 
years I have worked with some amazing people who 
continually give up there time freely to see our asso-
ciation flourish. I owe them all a debt of gratitude for 
the support they have given me to represent the 
association in a way that we can progress forward. 
There are too many to name and thank individually, 
so I will just say thank you. 

    On to a brighter note it is with pleasure I an-
nounce that next years convention will be held in 
Albury/Wodonga from the 3rd to 4th June. Brian 
Paatsch and his team up there are working hard to 

make this a great weekend. The facilities for next 
year’s facilities will provide the ideal location for a 
great weekend. 

    I look forward to seeing you all at the AGM this 
weekend. 

Ron Speed, President, VAPS 
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 RECEIVE YOUR FREE EMAIL COPY OF 
NEWSBRIEF DIRECT 

SUBSCRIBE AT 

http://www.vaps.org.au/newsbrief 

 

OR GO TO THE VAPS WEBSITE AT   

www.vaps.org.au 

 
 AND OPEN THE NEWS TAB AND SELECT 

NEWSBRIEF NEWSLETTERS. 

 
THERE YOU CAN SUBSCRIBE FOR A FREE 

EMAIL COPY OF NEWSBRIEF 

 
KEEP UP WITH ALL THE NEWS FROM CLUBS 

AND IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

 
IF YOU WANT A HARD COPY THE COST IS $30 
AND YOU CAN USE THE VAPS CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION FORM TO ORDER A PAPER 

COPY. 

Message from the Editor 

  

 

 

    My apologies for the late publication of this 
month’s Newsbrief. This month’s edition, apart from 
the usual advertisements and promotions, contains 
an article by Gordon Traill on one of his recent trips 
to Myanmar. Gordon’s work illustrates the power of 
the photographic image to do good. Gordon is also 
working on a long-term project to advance the cause 
of returned service personnel who are suffering ill-
effects resulting from their periods of service for 
their country. This work will culminate in a photo-
graphic exhibition in late 2016—an exhibition in 
which I also will be proud to be involved. 

   Have a wonderful month with your cameras. 

Karel Reus 
Editor: VAPS Newsbrief 
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    I was asked by a Non Government Organisation 
(NGO) to go to Myanmar (Burma) to capture images 
that show the work that Living Water Development 
(LWD), is doing in different parts of the country. 
LWD has been involved with bringing clean drinking 
water to the people of Myanmar with the use of Bio 
Sand Filters. These sand filters are built to last up to 
10 years and cost $50 Australian.  
    Myanmar is officially known as the Republic of 
the Union of Myanmar and also known as Burma. It 
is bordered by Bangladesh, India, China, Laos 
and Thailand. Myanmar's recent census revealed a 
much lower population than expected, with 51 mil-
lion people recorded. Myanmar's capital city is 
Naypyidaw and its largest city 
is Yangon  (Rangoon). 
    In the 16th century, reunified by the Taungoo 
Dynasty, the country was for a brief period the larg-
est empire in the history of Southeast Asia.  The 

British conquered Myanmar after three Anglo-
Burmese Wars in the 19th century and the country 
became a British colony. Myanmar became an inde-
pendent nation in 1948, initially as a democratic na-
tion and then, following a coup d'état in 1962, 
a military dictatorship. While the military dictatorship 
formally ended in 2011, most of the party leaders 
are former military officers. 
    For most of its independent years, the country 
has been engrossed in rampant ethnic strife 
and Burma's myriad ethnic groups have been in-
volved in one of the world's longest-running ongoing 
civil wars. In 2011, the military junta was officially 
dissolved following a 2010 general election, and a 
nominally civilian government was installed. While 
former military leaders still wield enormous power in 
the country, Burmese Military have taken steps to-
ward relinquishing control of the government. This, 
along with the release of political prisoners, has im-
proved the country's human rights record and for-
eign relations, and has led to the easing of trade 
and other economic sanctions.  
    Myanmar is a country rich in jade and 
gems, oil, natural gas and other mineral re-
sources. The income gap in Myanmar is among the 
widest in the world, as a large proportion of the 
economy is controlled by supporters of the former 
military government.  As of 2013 Myanmar had a 
low level of human development, ranking 150 out of 
187 countries. If you would like to purchase a $50 
Bio Sand Filter make yourself known to me and I 
can arrange a gift certificate which is tax deduc-
table.  
gordontraill@iinet.net.au 
 
Bellarine Camera Club: 
http://bellarinecameraclub.org.au/ 

From the clubs 

Myanmar 2015  
by Gordon Traill 
 
Gordon is Vice-President of the Bellarine Cam-
era Club. This article was first published in the 
club’s Newsletter, Issue 29, September, 2015. 
and is reprinted here with permission. 

Buddhist Monk at the Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon 
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Local food  

Broken water pipe next to a well in Bago (incorrect piping)  

Buddhist child at a Christian School in Bago 3 hours North of 
Yangon. All the children at the school were Buddhists. The 

parents wanted a good education for their children. 
Walked past this child playing in the street between two parked 

cars  

Allan Toole CEO of the NGO Living Water Development. In-
specting a water filter on this bore tank. Bio Sand Filters are 
more useful than changing these filters every couple of days 

due to the poor condition of the drinking water.  
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Bustling Bago  

Market in Yangon  

Guy carrying his wares to the market  

Gardener at the British and Allied Forces War Memorial. 
Couldn't resist taking the shot with the sticker still on his glass-
es. he was a very gentle man and learnt a lot about the Memo-
rial. This place was special as my father fought during WW2 in 
the British Airforce. He was in Burma and India for three years. 
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Ivanhoe Photographic Society 60th Anniversary Dinner 
 

R.S.V.P 
Please return this section with your details and method of payment.  
 
Name/s:   
 

I/we look forward to attending the Ivanhoe Photographic Society 60th Anniversary Dinner 
Dance.  

              
 I/we apologise we are unable to attend.  
 

 
 
Cost of Dinner Dance - $65.00 per person. Drinks at Bar prices. Tables of 8 or 10.  
 
Number of tickets purchased:   
 
Names of people attending :   
 
 
 
 
Who would you like to sit with if purchasing your tickets separately?  
 
 
 
 
Please tell us if you have food preferences or intolerances, e.g. vegetarian, coeliac, etc.  
 
 
 
For Club Members. You may pay cash at our normal meetings.  Bring this page with you filled in.  
 
Payment can also be made by Bank Transfer or cheque.  
 

 
 
Please email this page back to: contact@ips.org.au (subject: IPS 60th Anniversary) with the de-
tails filled in. 

We look forward to your company. 

Bank Details 
 
Bendigo Bank 
 
BSB: 633-108 
 
Account No: 137163796. Add your surname. 
 
Payment Confirmation number: 
 
 
  

Cheques to be made out to: 
 
Ivanhoe Photographic Society Inc 
 
Postal address: 
 
PO Box 460, Heidelberg Vic 3084 
 
Include this sheet filled in. 
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Australian Photographic Judges Association (APJA) 

Taken at the APJA judges seminar, October 4th 2015. Images courtesy of Ron Keagle. 
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Advertising in Newsbrief 

House style employs Arial Narrow font, 12 point for body text, 14 point or 18 point for headings.  
Images can be submitted as jpegs up to 300 dpi. Larger images may be reduced to fit.  

Submissions preferred in Microsoft Word format, but pdfs will be accepted 
Newsbrief Editor: Karel Reus, editor@vaps.org.au" 

Advertisers and Sponsors 

 
 
 

DAVID HARRADINE 

LIGHTROOM AND PHOTOSHOP 

COURSES 2015 

  
David continues to offer a discount for affiliated club 

members on all of his advertised courses through 
2015. 

  
David also offers private classes for a minimum 4 and 

maximum of 6 people with a one-day session on 
either Lightroom or Photoshop; these can be 

weekends or weekday sessions. 
  

Your club can also benefit from a full day seminar on 
either subject, contact David directly for prices on his 
generous offers for affiliated clubs and club members 

 
Contact David at www.whack.com.au 
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Only four 

places left 
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Victorian Associa on of Photographic Socie es Inc 

Welcomes Epson Australia Pty Ltd 

A new and valued sponsor for our members’ benefit. 
 
 

Special Offer from Epson for VAPS Club Members 
 
 

Register at the following link to receive a $20 online shop voucher as well as 
many offers from the Epson range of products. 

 
h p://www.epson.com.au/cameraclub 

 
We encourage our club members to support Epson in your next printer purchase. Visit their 
website at epson.com.au to get all of the informa on on the new Epson SureColor SC‐P600. 

 
Thank you Epson for your support to the Camera Clubs of Victoria 
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Victorian Associations of Photographic Societies Inc  
Proudly welcomes a new sponsor - Imagebank Australia 

 
 

At this years interclub competition Imagebank Australia will be awarding   
vouchers for an 11” x 14” acrylic print  

(valued at $105 each) to 20 photographers  
selected from the AIPC Victorian print finalists. 

 
 

Selection and awards will be made by the AIPC selection committee 
 and announced at the annual dinner. 

 
 

Further to the above Imagebank Australia will be offering monthly prizes of  
acrylic prints to a competition that will be set up via our Facebook page.  

As soon as details are finalised they will be distributed to all clubs  
and announced via the website and Facebook. 

 
 

On behalf of the VAPS community we would like to thank the management 
and staff of Imagebank Australia for their kind and  

generous sponsorship and we look forward to a long association.  
 
 

Sponsor 
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VAPS Matters 

Affiliate of VAPS -  
Australian  Photographic  Society 

http://www.a-p-s.org.au/ 

Sponsor 

Sponsor of VAPS 
 

www.crumpler.com/au 

A new association has been founded with the in-
terest in training and supporting photographic 
judges. Previous editions of Newsbrief contained 
initial information about the APJA. Watch for more 
news about the APJA in future editions. 
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2015 VAPS Committee 

President  
Ron Speed  
0433 364 844  
president@vaps.org.au 
 
Vice President/Chair Judging Sub-committee  
Alfred Zommers  
asgz47_99@outlook.com  
 
Vice President 
Richard Hallford 
 
Secretary/Convention  
Lorraine Holden  
(03) 9557 7951  
secretary@vaps.org.au 
 
Treasurer/Accountant  
Jeanette Colson  
treasurer@vaps.org.au 
 
Badges & Awards 
Margaret Zommers  
 
Web Administrator/Convention 
Rebecca Nicolandos  
webadministrator@vaps.org.au 
 
Committee Member/Judging  
Ian Rolfe  
 
 
 
 
 

Newsbrief Editor  
Karel Reus 
0404 882 419 
editor@vaps.org.au 
 
History & Archives  
Alan Wilson  
 
Committee Member/Assistant Web Admin. 
Betty Bibby 
 
Committee Member 
Vera Curnow 
 
Committee Member  
Peter Calder 
 
Convention/Interclub sub committee 
Peter Kewley  
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A Brief History: 
 
Camera clubs have existed in Melbourne since the 1890’s, and an umbrella organisation called the  
Victorian Photographic Affiliation was formed in 1908. This guided amateur photography in Victoria for forty 
years. The Victorian Association of Photographic Societies was formed on 27 September 1952 and com-
prised 12 clubs. This has grown to more than 60 clubs in 2014. VAPS is a non-profit association that is en-
tirely self-funded. The Association is run by an elected Committee of Management which is responsible for 
the operations  of the Association, and for ensuring the Association fulfils the objectives. 

Legal 
Victorian Association of Photographic Societies welcomes contributions from interested parties, however Victorian Association of Photograph-
ic Societies accepts no responsibility for the content of these contributions and the views contained therein are not necessarily those of Victo-
rian Association of Photographic Societies. While every care is taken with solicited and unsolicited materials supplied, Victorian Association of 
Photographic Societies does not accept any liability for loss or damage however caused. Victorian Association of Photographic Societies 
takes no responsibility for the claims made by advertisers, or transactions by. Does not endorse the products sold on the website/Newsbrief or 
enter into any of the exchanges. Nor is the Victorian Association of Photographic Societies responsible for any exchanging of information or 
monetary amounts. All transactions are solely the responsibility of the advertiser and purchaser. 

Copyright 

Material on the Victorian Association of Photographic Societies site or the Newsbrief may not be reproduced or published elsewhere without 
the written consent of the publisher, Victorian Association of Photographic Societies. All rights reserved. 

Victorian Association of Photographic Societies Inc. 
General Enquiries: 

 
P.O. Box 2010, South Melbourne, Victoria, 3205 

www.vaps.com.au 
Lorraine Holden secretary@vaps.com.au 

VAPS Objectives 

 To advance the art of photography 

 To further the interests of affiliated bodies 

 To draw up regulations governing exhibitions and inter-club competitions 

 To arrange exchange of guest lecturers and demonstrations on any subject relating to photography 

 To arrange exchange of prints between clubs 

 To arrange periodical Conventions of the members of the affiliated bodies and guests 

 To arrange the publication of an official journal or news sheet 

Newsbrief publication deadline  
25th of October` 2015 

(Next edition: November 2015) 

Commercial advertisements cost $50 (Full page $100) 
Newsbrief Editor: Karel Reus, editor@vaps.org.au 


